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field rather than producing a homogeneous volume devoted to a more or less broad
topic. Thus, the articles range from particular analyses of very specific data to the
consideration of general principles of language design. The core data base is also
supplied by a wide variety of languages apart from the usual Germanic and Romance:
Basque, of course, but also Quechua, Hungarian, Slovak, etc. The unifying force
behind these articles is precisely the same one that guides the efforts of so many
linguists today: the presence of a formal research program powerful enough to
address the problem of accounting at the same time for the evident diversity found
in natural languages and for the also evident underlying similarity.





