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From Literature to Science - through Philosophy

In July of last year Igor Aristegi left us. He was the editorial assistant of THEORIA
and the one whom everybody addressed when matters of the journal were on the
agenda. His death, in the prime of youth, leaves us with an overwhelming feeling of
emptiness —but full of lively recollections and images: his tall silhouette of a basket-
ball player, or his generous capacity of hard work that we had the privilege to share
with him during one year; the remembrance of his philosophical lucidity and of a
friendship that overcame all difficulties.

Igor was born in his beloved Beasain, a small town at the foot of Mount Txindoki
in the Basque Country. At the University of the Basque Country he soon became an
active member of many student initiatives that seeked to pursue philosophy not only
as a theoretical part of the curriculum, which was to be learned, but as a practical ac-
tivity of knowledge and wisdom.

In 1999 Igor founded the student journal Katiuska at the University of the Basque
Country. For two years he studied at the Universita degli Studi di Genova (Italy), then
he went to the University of Granada (Spain). Later, after having already obtained his
degree, he went on to combine philosophical reflection with actual practice. For two
years (2003 and 2004) he served as editorial secretary of the Bulletin of the Sociedad de
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Ldgica, Metodologia y Filosofia de la Ciencia en Esparia. Since 2005 he was the coordinator
of the Philosophical Seminar on Problems of Science and Technology (PAFICYT) of the Uni-
versity of the Basque Country.

He understood doing philosophy as showing solidarity. He was always prepared to
take an active role in the decisions that concerned the research group he belonged to
regardless whether he fully agreed with them or not.

He was a passionate lover of literature and won several prizes in poetry and essay
competitions (Beasain Prize 1998, Sartaza Prize 1998, “Interolerti” International Prize
on Experimental Poetry 1999, ONCE Prize 2000, Ofiate Prize 2000, ...) before he got
fully engaged in philosophy after his graduation in 2003.

In the last few years he came to highly appreciate that the most relevant ingredients
for every fruitful philosophical discussion are good faith and an open mind. He rec-
ognized this particularly through several research stays he spent at the philosophy de-
partments of King’s College (London) and the University of Cambridge. There he had
the opportunity to closely collaborate with philosophers such as David Papineau or
Jane Heal whom he highly appreciated.

Igor was close to complete his formative period as a researcher with a doctoral
dissertation under the supervision of Thomas Mormann.

He had achieved a style of life and a way of self-obligation that pushed him toward
the road of solitary introspection. In a fundamental sense introspection became one of
the axes of his philosophical activity. Igor was fascinated by questions concerning
mental states, the problems dealing with the human ability of understanding the con-
tents of other mind whereby one arrives at the assumption that the other was as mind-
ful as oneself. In particular he was interested in problems concerning the nature of
mental states that we use to attribute to others. He always had the others in mind, as
though he wished to distance himself from the task of understanding his own “other”.

His research concentrated on the analysis of the debate dealing with psychological
processes that underlie the attribution of mental states, i.c., the so-called “mindread-
ing” debate. More precisely, he studied how philosophical speculation and experimen-
tal investigations interacted in this realm. As Igor was able to show convincingly, the
empirical findings concerning this issue of mindreading were less conclusive than one
might have thought.

To obtain such a result Igor had to submit the pertinent scientific experiments of
the two most important strands of thought of the mindreading debate a thoroughgo-
ing conceptual analysis. This meant on the one hand that he scrutinized a research line
that aimed at the individuation of mental mechanisms, on the other hand, he dealt
with the approach that intended to find out the instantiations of mental mechanisms.
He critically analysed the meaning of the results and the premises of the relevant ex-
periments and came to the conclusion that they imposed only rather weak restrictions
on the possible outcomes of the mindreading debate. According to him, a large part of
the progress realized in the debate between simulationists and partisans of the “the-
ory-theory”-approach (and other currents that later entered the stage) was based on
introspective data and conceptual arguments.
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Under his vigorous and gripping appearance he always gave the impression of a
person that realized the highest standards of the academic tradition: loyalty, generos-
ity, and commitment to the work of others. Nevertheless, perhaps, we, who took no-
tice of these virtues in our daily work with him, did not fully know the other Igor who
expressed himself in Basque in the following enigmatic poem:

Ez, hidan poesia eskatu
isilpekeo grina ostera

bibur nendila izukaitz,
antzina  bezala, buts  begiak

Roruan

eta gero, langarra, {utabeak,
kupula finean,

hotz.

Zizareak genbaten, mutu,
kariziak lnrrari egines,
barriak  badu  zerbait  bere

minean.

(2008)

Perhaps he decided that it was time to become the stone about which the lines of
this poem speak.

In THEORIA we will greatly miss him. His memory will stimulate us in our future
work.

ANDONI IBARRA (editor)
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Publications by Igor Aristegi
“Mentalizing Variables (An Approach to Mind-Brain Relations Beyond Localization)” (to-
gether with A. Ibarra), 2008 (in press).

Review of K. Tudor & M. Worrall, Person-centred therapy: A clinical philosophy, in Journal of Mental
Health 16 (4), 2007, pp. 537-39.

Review of P. Jacob, L intentionnalité. Problemes de philosophie de lesprit, in Dialectica 60 (4), 2006, pp.
505-08.

“Maite haugu, zorion” (We love you, happiness), Elbunyar. Zientzia eta Teknika 219, 2006, pp. 27-
31

“Dilemas morales” (Moral Dilemmas), Biarte 37, 2005, pp. 5-12.

“La intencionalidad en la representaciéon mental: esbozo de dos modelos” (Intentionality in the
Mental: Two Models), Thauma 4, 2005, pp. 84-90.

Review of M. Ferrari, Emst Cassirer. Stationen einer philosophischen Biographie, in Theoria 51, 2004,
pp- 360-61.

“Laplace, kausalitatea, eta ‘giza-arratoiak™ (Laplace, Causality, and the ‘Human Mice’), Bitarte
33, 2004, pp. 75-86.

“Estudio de caso: sobre farmacos potenciadores de la memoria” (Case Study: Memory-
enhancing Drugs), Thauma 3, 2004, pp. 24-29.

Translations into Basque

F. Nietzsche, On Truth and Lies in an Extra-Moral Sense: “Egiaz eta gezurraz, moraletik kanpoko
zentzuan”, in X. Andonegi, 1. Aristegi, L. Oihartzabal, Nzetzsche eta Freud, filosofian eragile, San
Sebastian, Jakin, 2004, 101-117.

Aristotle, Poetics (translated together with J. Alonso): Poetika, San Sebastian, Jakin, 2008.
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